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In terms of plants diversity, the
Mediterranean Basin is the third richest
biodiversity hotspot In the world.
Around 10% of the world’s known
flowering plants (25.000 sp.) are found
In this region which represents 1.6% of
the Earth’s surface. Over 50% of the
plant species are endemics of the area.

It IS necessary to encourage and
support general public, local and
national governments, management
authorities, botanists and NGOs to
conserve Mediterranean wild plants.

. . » Approaches for plant conservation
The region’s flora Is critically

threatened from human development PR
and requires urgent protection.
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Project goals:
to promote the value of Important Plant Areas (IPA) as a tool for Mediterranean plants diversity conservation

to demonstrate what can be achieved when management authorities and citizens are empowered to work together
for Mediterranean plant conservation

Project activities:

Knowledge improvement :

‘*selection of endemic and/or threatened wild plants and habitats in IPA

‘sdiagnosis of distribution & conservation status of selected wild plant and habitats. Field studies, data collation and
habitat mapping

‘sconservation suggestions at IPA level by scientists

Implementation of site-based conservation actions in pilot IPA :

ssparticipatory design of IPA action plan for plant conservation and management with stakeholders
‘*conservation actions implementation
seffectiveness assessment of conservation actions

Networking, influence relevant policy mechanisms and public awareness:.

sscapacity building of technicians, scientists, managers and NGOs

‘*building an active and strong network to promote exchange of experiences and ideas
“*Integrating plant conservation objectives and actions into spatial planning

“*raising awareness and communication actions
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North Africa example of pilot IPA --
Gouraya National Park IPA (Algeria)

Stakeholders:

“*National and regional authorities, Botanists, National Park managers and
local NGOs

Knowledge improvement (species monitoring):

*» Bupleurum plantagineum, Erysimum cheiri subsp. inexpectans, Hypochaeris
saldensis, Silene sessionis, Erodium battandieranum, Pancratium foetidum varr.
saldense, Sanguisorba ancistroides var. battandieri, Sedum multiceps

Site-based conservation actions:
“*Action plan for plant conservation

Balkans example of pilot IPA

Scadar Lake IPA (Montenegro)
Stakeholders:

*Local volunteers, Green Home staff, students

Knowledge improvement (species monitoring):
“*Trapa natans, Cymbalaria ebelii, Minuartia velenovskyi, Marsilea
guadrifolia

“*Mapping of invasive species

“*EX situ conservation. Collection and cultivation of endemic species
‘*Management of impacts from recreational activities (litter)

‘*Regeneration areas for the only known Erodium battandieranum population
through fenced enclosure

Networking, policy and communication:

“*Communication action plan

s Capacity building of rangers and touristic guides on flora identification and
conservation

“*Meetings with local population and scientists

“*Signhposting of public and touristic paths

Site-based conservation actions:
“*Control of invasive species (Amorpha fruticosa, Ambrosia artemiisifolia)

Networking , policy and communication:

¢ Building an active and strong network of local NGOs

** Raising awareness activities among University and school students
< Communication materials

http://www.iucn.org/mediterranean
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